[Care of the aged population].
Topical problems in the care of geriatric patients are presented. Qualified estimations suggest that subjects above 60 years of age represent more than one half of the daily clientele of a district physician. The basic characteristics of elderly people are their fragility, readily attained decompensation and diminished adaptability. Their hospitalization is thus demanding and involves risks. Geriatric patients require comprehensive care. Treatment without removing their social fears and psychic anxiety does not yield adequate effect. Active involvement of relatives into the program of care may prove a beneficial contribution. The main aim is to provide comprehensive health and social care primarily at the patient's home. (Ref. 10.)